
All 111 ,11111 h, ad I l~ 

,. tl,,11 ,., , h,,, 111g h1·1·n tu nlt' d oil n•.1cli ng, 1•,p1 d.,11 ) lit t•r 
i)hli I ,I I • 

1 
,·.uhng. ,\', ,1 t1·<•11,1g1•f ,\l\d u mung h.il k lo 1t only ,1., ,rn ;id11 Ii . 

'
11

' • 
1
,oilll, l'ru 'i lr,11 ed "1th lwr 1n~1hil1t y 11 > fi11d book-, :-. lie· likt·cl 

\ I I 1111 

l itk "il h tht'm, "I rt·mcmhe::·red ,\ h;iv in lht· do:-.l' I \\ itb 
11111 " ~ ' 

'
111 

11 , c~ lwvlri<'nd h.1d l1·ft lwhincl , int luding .i papc'l'hac:k c·o i>)' 
(II Ill 

~ . ) 1/uruvl l-r1c11d, hi, fa, ontc· novel. A l't:w days later I <'m<'rg,,.d 
11 ( 111 

' th,i l e xqui~itc· hook ;ind cursl•d mysdf for wasting su much of 
1ro111 . , . . . 

lik doing thing:-. uthr r th,m what llnd in ,111 his wisdom clearly 
111

) 1 for 11w lo do for Lhc rest of my lilt•: read Die-kens." For 
111cJll • 

I 
. . thi, discove ry "was a dchning moment "and "it could nc·vcr 

'i( 11n< . - • 

I 111pc-m·cl ii I had nnt hccn hlcsscdly illitc·ratc '' h,1,c i , . 

That i, to say, she came upon a world of wonderful hooks whl'n 

I \' J!'I ready for them when she could receive what they have 
, ll' \ ' ' 

ner "I got to n·ad lluckleberry Finn for thl· fi rst time when I was 
Ill Cl . 

JS vcar~ old . I read My ilnronw for the first t ime last month . That is 

,, kind of grace. If•• • I had rca<l Huckleberry Finn at 14, would I have 

. ,ad it Jt 35? Maybe, but it wouldn 't have been the same tran­
rt•iu 

~rcndcnt experience as discovering it as an adult ." 

· So the books are waiting. O f this you may be confident : they 'll 

he ready when the whim strikes you. 

All in your head t3 What's odd , when you think about it, 

is that people can be seized by the whim to read in the first place. 

It ·5 not exactly a natural thing to do. As Steven Pinker once 

noted, ''Language is a human instinct, but written language is 

not. ... When children are thrown together without a usable lan­

guage, they invent one of the ir own ." But as for writing, "A group 

of children is no m ore likely to invent an alphabet than to invent 

tlie internal combustion eng ine. Children are wired for sound , but 

print is an optional accessory that must be painstakingly bo lted 

on." Yet once the ability to make sense of printed words gets 
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• ,,•h1, I . . 1, Some n ·ars ago tlw ,1,, .. ,,, ,,, sa~ . . ,.1n1 ~11 ,s1 . . . . 
-\n I it,, "''11 · f,,n ",1h II htful hook c.111,,d 111hr . ' . h~r <\ur• , ,1r .i 1holl~ I h . 

fhb ,~" • . N1111,1ll ,,1' , ,hir<'\l .1 pun,. l at pt·op\c 
't', i\. \). 1 ·ch hr,>.\ 

~ 
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.' • r /,Jwrt1 in,,· 11 
_ . • ,. Ariswtl,·. Onr would not 

Ji t,111 ki•I sill< 1. p...,s lfl\'l' ,. , "\1()111 .it • bl , 10 w.itrh O,·c 1pus stag-
I ·11 "orn '"~ I . ,c,n•,·.i < • 

""'1' 1t't I I .,.,~~i\i\l " - 1 H ct\'tng Imm I ,,crtes's . , I I ii ,,1u' r " . nor h-'"' , , v • • 
1h111k 11·' ,ss 1hr ,1,,~1 • hinl!. from lwr s1ttmg roorn 

" ,., rlrss ,en . I C .1\ikr rus , " 
~,•nil): . ·r nor 1➔,-.l1 " ' I >t'rh.ips ~ -'g.n·t•ahh..· isn't 

,i!l()n,•1I r-'P" . . h •r h.1n1I an< I . r . J. I 11istnl ,n I I ~ .11111 \'l"I thr~t' .1n· cxpcn -
.. ,h •' l11.1111 1 • I · sur.1\H ' . . "' r I nor I' i,l!i , 1 and ,·,·en qu1tt· kmd \>t'ople lh 1h1• ,, n ' nd d,·, '( n 

n ·.1 · h ,,n, in11•lli~1•nt ll . . • .11\ll H't what is ix·rh.ips 
\
,..., 1 ,1 n . .

0 
Curious, . 

1•1 '' • j ·r Jl!.u · I · 11 h "'rr """ ('Ill • . . r pt•opk w ,o w, go to t e sn•k uul ' , ' ,.,l till' !i.1111 
. , . ,nus is 1h.1I 111"

11
• , .-n .1lso .ihsorh themselves in n1,1r1 , ur .1 ,· r,·rnh " 1 

• 10 si•t· such horrl 
I 

I . I ,hrmsrln"s ~o mowd I.hat their 
thNh r I stnn cs .1n1 hnt 

I ks that trll sue ' . 
11\0 • . 

s Jn•r unto 1hr p•gl ~- f . , \0 thl' other si,I<-, the qucs-\r.11 . h coin II gt nrt 
Whrn ,flu lhp I r . • t • lt•W of us han" askt.'\I why pt.·oplt• 

·11 mon· ins1strn . I 
tion \11•11m11·s ~11 h 10 Sl'l' a 1.'Clmcth1 playec out-

•n 1c1 U11' I Nll'r . . . 
\\'l,ul,I ".int log . J . horl supply - hut why might 

. I . nr1•tllul • .in ,n s . · 
1
. . l.iugh11·r 1s .i "ap h gh thl· runous nwans o sc-.mnmg 

,. h.il laugh11·r t ruu 
~11m1•,1m· sl'rK 1 

' . . f naix·r? ls ii not pa.~sing strange that 
I. houn<l 1m•n -s o r - " 

hi.ir k 111.irKS on . ,. . hr incapacitated by laughter? 
1 surh 111.ir._s c .ill 

J 1wn,on gwn~ a J I h ,nen to us, .1n<I .ilmost all of us have . f s haw ha t 1.11 "I r -
kt mu~I u u.. f· , things rould he morr mundanr. 

h.i ,pen 111 othrn. ,:\\ 
s,•,·n 11 I I . I . murh progn·ss in n ·cl·nt vcars in Cu niti1t' St.11'nllsl~ 1.11 c 11\Jl t . . 

g I· cl huw n·.iding works- -how ,t hap-1lw1r .i11rmp1~ h• un, , r~tan . . 
,, h ·r of n·ccnt hooks h.in- dcscnhed this 

"'"' in ,hr hr•111 . ·" num , ., 
l I I . o,w th,·m M.1q·.1nm• Woll s Proust anJ l\'M'Jrrh. most not.i,, am e- • . 

I ~ . ·I U ·lu,·ne 's R,oJmq ,n rh,· /lr.im, aml 1hc1r ihr .\qu,J .1111 .,1.ims JS t . . , 

Jll'IIUIII g,11., -oml'lhin)! lik1• thb: 

/\ II 111 11111r hr•d I 11 

.
1 1 I,· 111 n·.uling," I k h.wrw wrilt'll, "lil·g111, 11 lwn tlw n·titu ,. I u' ,\ ... 

, . ,hot11ns rell1•1·1t·d off th,· writh'n p.ig,·. But 1h1· rl'tma 1, r,·, ,•111 ~ I . . 
I 

oO\lll!''lll'<I\IS s,·nsor. Only its n·ntr.11 p,1rt. 1·.illnl tlll' low,,, 
,,11 ., \ ' 

I • \ hi1•h r1·sol11110111.:t·II, M'n,it il'I' to i111·0 111111c light . "11111· . . ,knsc 11 e- , , 
,~ • 

11if 1lw rl'tinJ h.is J 111,mwr n·sol11tion. Tlw f111•,·.i. wlwh 
thr rt ~ 

•Cit 'it's ahoul 15 dc!,!_r<'l'.S of the visu.11 li,·ld , is tlw onl) parl of 
111 I · I 1· 11· 1· "Tl . 1· . 11· 11 . . , , that is 1•c11um1• y us,· 11 or r1•,11 m11. us 1111111·1 11· c ol thl' r1•t11 " to , :,. 

I 
,,olution srnsing mrans th,,t our ry,·s h.iw lo tr,wd .irruss hig ,-n ~ . _- . . 

~. ,·n , s,•rit-s ol z.1n- 1 .• 1" 1nm·1•nwnts calk-tl s.icn,ll·s. wl11d1, gl' .. . ~ ~ 

J pa . • h.\,·t· lwconw cxpcri1'11C'1·d rt·.ld1·rs, .,llow u~ 111 idrntifv 
11\C'C \\ t' . 1 

I rwn when we just discern snm,· of th,· l1·1tcrs in 1lwm, ,md ,,•tJrC ~ 
•net·~ cn-n when W(' l:Jn only truly ~,•c J coupl1• of wortls at a ~,•ntt 

· . W1.• arc howc\'er, usually aw.ire· in a grn,·ral w.iy of J dozen 11011•, • . , • 

11'\tt•rs ahr.id of the 0111· wc'n· forusccl on .11 ,mv gil'cn tim,·, or ~0 
· 

I aLout IO p1•rccnt of lhc timt• our ,·yes an· darting back ovrr .,111 11 • ~ 

(Is wc'\'c alrc.id)' n•atl to make sure w<· got tlwm right . Thi~ \\ t,r • , 
r,,ih,·r complicated optiral rlancc· or rather, th,· limited sensori.il 
,•quipmi•nt that m.ind.itt·s the ti.inn· plac,•s a prctt~ firm limit 
on our m.iximum n•.11ling ~peed. Flu,·nt rl'ad,·rs .ichicn: ahout liw 
hulltln·tl "nrcl~ a minuh· • .uul dial 's not far from tlw hcst \\ ,. c.in 
do, gi\'en thr limitt-d focal abilities our rl'lin.1s pos~t•s~. 

()ur br,1in~. how1·1·er, c·.in prcx'I.' !,..~ wnnls murh faster th.in 

our ,·y,·s ran' and arc cxtn·md~· skilli-d al filtering out noise .md 

• A, o..h~•·m· pumb out In • iu• .. g• 1h•t I hn<I 1imuhan,•11u~I} nl'illng •ml 1T 1·rp1·, 

,f \\<' roul,I J,.- lri•r,I I rum th,· hn11u11nn, nl """ ,·1e~, <cnslng •h1ht1<·• ,., m ulti •1·h1 i,H· 

g<""'"'' , 11,.,·,1·«·•1ling. •11 • lull " ·11h·11C\· ,, pn-..·nh·d, " or,l h) """'• ,i th,· I'"' ,,r 
puinl ,dh·n.· !,:.lit' ,, fot,:.&lunl. thu, .I\Uhlm~ dw n,--rd for nr mu,rmt:nh , .a got.Ml n·.ul,"r 
,~.m h•,ul .al "UAAt•nng <pt•t.•d .a 111t·.111 ol rl,·,,•n hundr_.,,J "unl11 I"-'' nunutt' , .arol up 

10 such•t•n humlrr,I ,,urtl, 1wr nunutr lur ti,,. l.t"\l n·,aclrr ,. \\h1\ h 1; .1.h,1ut uuc- ,,nnl 

l' \\'1') li1rl\ m,11, ... ,-. ,11.i, ,nd 1hr,·,· In fuur 11111,·, r.,,,r 1h.i1 ""'m•I n·a,lini:! W11h 
1h1, m,·1h,.1. ,·.,11,·,1 rJp1d ,,.,,,11·111,.,1,,,u. 11'""'111,1111111, "' K,vp, 11k1111h<Jllllll Jn,I 



I• 
,, ,, . . ' 

JI I 7~,r 111 111 1111.11 .1pp.1n•n1 
I •I 111 , I ,Il l• ' • 

. ,11 ,1,l,·1. ' , ,,1,11111rd, l"r 11,,1 .,,ll." 
(, \ ' I ,Ill ' • 

t ,1l!_II --' I I \\ 111 t 
,11-.' i 11111,.. i,l.-111 1 ' , i11 1,,11, n .,,, . 11r ll!>lll'r 

\\\ ' 1 ,111 I I 1 1 ti' 
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"1,•,,,li 11,.. I 1,,,1 , ,I 1h, ' I . "" 1n111hl,· r,·, ''!.!lli-,ino 
II ,h, •111.'. 111 I r ,I,,'" ,.1" • ' c,. 

• l ' \' • 'IJ,' I J 
' ,, ,1 . i l,'"'''"" ' ,1 1c d " ,,,1111 ~ .,,on n1· 

the 1111 h 1111 ' 
111 ,,·111 111 1,l,,11 ,,,11' . 

' I ' I ,1 1, • ll . ti \\ 11' !1 I I 1\1111I l ' '· 
I,· ,.1111•· "''r ' I ,•r h ,1111 ,, . k 11 

.. ln!,1111 I ,1 111 , nl ,hi~ inlnr111,1t1t,n t .1 'C!-
"rill•'" 111,111 • I .. , 11rn,'<'"1").: I 

I I fr1111011 '' I ilw br.,in : I k ,.w,w !-;iv, w,• 
Th<'•'"''" . I rn•l.!11111 1

' . • • .. 

1 111 ., p,,rll•11 '1 • .. 
1
,ito tl'lll)1llrJI h,surl', and 

111.,n· 1111 "' , • ,,f tlw kit ',1' I . . . 
. 1 ",,11 rl1<' rdg, .1.1 . r<',,llv a),tn111sh111g thing, 

' .111 hn• ,1 I l11r t1,.,1. " . , 
, I I , IO 1.1~1' hi, 11 nn . . ·h<'n· , ·0 11 c.111 hml n ·,ul1'1's • 

{ I 1,1\l . J ~ ·11 II 111 ,, I\ 

I . · ·n ,.,. I I h 
I 1, 1h,1t I II'" . . I ·. ulinl! "ritt1·11 11nn '• w ll't l.'r 

th0ug1. -l'fiinc"l1• <• , . . 
I . • . doinl! th<' hcai 

1 1 
: I' I 11rhn·11, 11r l h11w~e th.1t is 

' u.1111, 1' . . ll'ritten i11 l·ng ,s ,. . It t I ·l't ·I h ' 
I " 11,,r<' .11 , I ~ t ril!ht 11r ng' o l • " l<'l er 

l ,o" . . lirP frn111 t·,t " ' • . . 
•hrtlll'r1 nun· n,i• !,: . t",lly)i1ko!!r.1phH.' . Noneol 

,, . -~ alphah<'llC or (p,ir ,, . ~ I . N I 
\'our l,ing11.igr I thr trxt-proccssmg 11-.1111 . or< oes 
. . ms rn,1tt<'rs to h I . 
thos<' d1~1,nc1u • I dwthcr thruug p 10n1cs ur a 

learn 1 LI n•ac • ' ~ 
it rnatt<'r ho11 ~nu c th<'r nwthud . J,1p.1nl'St' readers 

. a )>roach nr an~ i • 

whol1' -IJnguagc ·P l · ·II dilfrn·nl srtl'nlS of not.ition, 
. , thrrr comp t tl , 

hal'r to 11•11 ,gall . , t · katak,ina and hiraga11.1, which can 
I raric-11cs ol ,...ana. 

Kdnji am 1110 
. . • • • in a lll'Wspaper-- anti they 

··u1in om· text , lor mstanc c 
show up 

111 
. f th<' brain in each case. As Dehaenc 

. h ~am,· gl'ul'l'al region o . 
use- t <' · ~ I I tlwrc were a cal'hral organ for 
sa ' S it rdh looks "as l 1oug I ·r· . I 

) · • · . 1. thl'rt' has not hC'en sul 1c1ent t'VO u-
readirll'," though thrrl' is no . h I· . 1· 

e- .~ d ·I 
1
, sine.: humans aw lel'n I eac mg 

tion,tr) tirn<' lor om' to ('H o ' . 

- - · .r ,, < >U00('5\IIW !l,at th,· Juration or those ('t•ntral 
l'Otnprtht•rh1on n~mjm ~t1~1a(1or~, iu c,o t- . 

, main! on ,u,rr11al r.-ading. l',·rhaps Lim computcr11,•d steps doc-• nol ,mpusr • strong cc rn 

od . t ti . luturt' ol m1tllng in a worl<l wlwn· ~<.'rt' C:m prc..-nuu~n 111 ,. r,·prrS('n ' " 

proin,m, ,ii rrpl•~ P"I"' • 

:\II "'\llllr h, J,t I l'I 

. 1 1 I,•\\ 1h1111,,mtl ,1·,1r, .11,d , .,.,fut11,n,1n, Ii 111, • . 
1 1 ,,,,. I"' ' . :--' I ' " ,., .,t 

I .,lp\\i·r r.11, ·. I In\\ tlwn· l".tll lw '-111Itunil,11 111 it\ 11 . · 
p\11< l 11 11 ,ll ll 

'
1 

11 \\ithoul l1111l,11!k,1I 1·111l11111111 dirl'1 llv ~ll(lf"•l'lim• it · . 
hllll (IP ' . . . , r-, ,~ 

~thin,• th:it I kh.u·rw t·,plJ111s 111 tl1·to1il .ind with ,.r,·Jt ( l.ir 
1 

•• 
"'flll r:- . ,._ I ) , 

. ne,·d not get 11110 lh,11 lwn ·. 
but ,,1 . 

n,,th l)l'h,wtl<' ,md \Voll ,In· (Mrlinil,,rly inlt'l't'Sl<·d in h,11, th,, 

,thncss .ind 1·,1sc ol' n •;iding I an h1• disru111l'd, hv ,,u i,lc·nt 
,1110< . 

r ,lis,·,IS\' , ,md in how snnw pl'oph' ,II'\' 1w,·1·r ,11,ll' tu ,11 hit·\t' ,, . 
l 

'
'l'.tding. This l'lllf>lusis lll,\kcs S('IIS(' li,r t \\'\) l't' \ SOII S r-,·,·•t !111•' 11 ' ' • • ., ' 

I ··I· ,idioll is olt1•n tlw hiulogical rl'St·ardwr's 1,1,,t uuid,· lo 
',s u t-

. ,1. fund ion: if vou 1-.m f>i1111uint what c.1us1'!- a llllTlian,·~111 prop• ' · 
to go wrong, you usu.illy h·.1rn .1 good d,•;il ahout what has to 

he in pl,n:1• for it to gu right. As I l1•ha1' 11c· t'xpl.iins, sunw of th,· 

·t imt>ort.int t•,,rly rcsc,u·d1 into the c·o11niti\l\' nmtcxts of m<~ ~ . 
rc,uling came when J nim•l(•cnth-l'cntury hl'lll'hm.,n, known in 

till' litl'ratun' as Monsieur C, woke up one morning and found 

hirnsdf unahlc- tu read. He could still spc-ak p,' rf,•,·tly well, could 

write llul'ntly, and could even recognize writtl·n numhcrs - hut 

hr rould not re-ad at all. When it was disrnvc-rl'd that he h.i<l had a 

strokl', and that the stroke had ll-l't <lisabling k·sions in a partkular 

pJrt of his brain, the scientists observing Moni.icur C wcrl' abk 

10 conc.fodl· that th,· ability to n·ad was assodatt-cl with a differ­

ent part of the hrain than tl\l' ability to write, speak, and disct..-n 

numbers. 

Scrond, tlw kind of rcs\'arch D,•hal•nc and Woll' do is most 

practically ht•ndicial to pcoplc, t·spcdally children, who have 

reading clillicultics. Wolf is actually a professor of chil,I cb·clop­

mcnt, and both she and Dl·haenc h,\\'e much to say about dyslexia 

and related disorders. Both of them hope that th<.'ir work can 

aid those who seek to treat dysk·xia, and also that it will have an 

l'fft,ct on teachers' ways of teaching reading to young chil<lrl.'n. 

Dehaene even allows himself a few moments of Gustifiabh·) 



. f D11tnK"~" 
A,,lllfl"'""••t ~ .. 

1 reading experts continue 
.. hildhoo< . . 

.L.. vm th~t c . for teachmg rcaclmg to 
UJIC , trategar~ . 
L,,ut tht· ocst s 1· lar11c and growmg hody of 

''" nee o a r-
kt e ignora ses written langu.igc. 

Id n in comp b in proccs . 

chi rt how thr humll\ ra abidingly fascinating, and yet, as 

work on . . to me anyway, t of me that's always saying 
All of this is, c •~ • par 

h •sc t,ooks, thcr . L- t readint(- ahout whatever 
I xplore t c )king afJUu ., 

c , ot really ta t when I have a P. G. Wode. 
"But you re n kl and ,nor 

' .ike~ me cac e h n I'm in bed and desperately 
it is that rn d even w c 

vd in my han 
5

' 1 wikr my wife up, which I 
house no ghtcr lest 

. stifle the lau ·th the result that for some years 
trying to w•y wt 

nd up doing any ' b . g a Wodehouse book to bed 
.Always e ·ddcn to rm . 

I have been forbi I encs of Kln9 Lear that grieved 
now . bout the ast 5C 

0 wh.atet't'r it 
15 

a t rribly that he simply had to 
r I Johnson 50 c " . 

the voung ~mue d (") might relate, he wrote in his 
, ·d f, r deca cs. 

Set the play as• e 
O 

,. ~ .. e "that I was many years ago 
. . . ·on of Sh.a11.espe .. ' 

~gistenal edta . , d th that J know not whether I ever 
b Cordelia s ca ' 

so shocked · Y . I 5eenes of the play till I undertook 
cad again the ut 

endured to r . ,.. Or for that matter; that terrible 
.L- as an editor. ) • 

to revise mcm , Karcruru, on a long railway jour-
h Tolrtoy s Anna 

moment w en cl . the exciting life of a character in a 
. hccomts so involve m If h b 

nc}, h . •t ment for herse , 11 e ecomes 
anting sue cxc.i e 

novel th.at, w ·ons of adultery (to which she was 
I I to resist the temptaU 

he P e1s I those experiences arc what reading 
alreMiy vulnerable). Sure Y 

· II about , 

IJ a · . I I unfair to Wolf and Dehacnc. 01 
Such a resPonae II arge Y . . . 

lkin about reatling- ju11t a different a11pe<.1 1)1 
wurse they u e u . g . I 

L . L · U •ntercsted in . Their coru.:crn m1g 11 
ea.dim dwi I am rw,ltlu y 1 

r g . thi ge from Dehacnc: "A written text iii 
be summed up m 8 pa.Ha 

c I ·l' . d. g, Its goal iH not to n·prorlucc: spc,.ch aN 
n,1t a h1gh-ru e ,ty recor in 

. . L..t at.her to code it at a l~d al,~tra<:t enough 
Wt pronounce Jl, vu r 

t<J all<M· the rt¥kr to qui<.:kJy retriew: it.ti meaning." At the purely 

·t,vc ll•vcl, this is wh.u n·acli11g is · rntling ,
11
,t I 1· 

1 11 ,~111 . . : " I l T O( ing. 1 

·cJrnlllun1c.1t1ons system, <lccph· ,unilar to wli •t .• ,. 

All 111 J••ur hrJrl I I I 

1~ J ' • " .. on1putn 
\\·hi•n it decodes th1· 1cro<'s ancl on1·s of a llrc,

1
,r,n, h 

do1·~ o " , or w at 

.,,s wh<'n, as our c,•lls n•11rod11ce, strarnl~ of l)NA ,1r, I 
happi.: . . . . . · 1 rt'.11 

and copied. Readmg m tlus sense 1s accexs1hlc hy some \'ilriet_v of 

information theory; and reading in this scnsc is a thank.illy impor­

tant ohjccl of study. But reading in this sense is not the suhjcc-t of 

this book. 

1 found that when I encountered Wolf's and espedally 

Dchacnc 's accounts of these physiologkal processes, I wa., nearly 

I. hied as a reader. I kept thinking about the movement
11 

of tn)· 
C IS.1 

and it's not possible to be so self-conscious and still makl' eyt•S, 

. c of a text. I had to g10 over some flassages multiple times 
sens · , 

making very deliberate efforts not lo think about what I wa., doing. 

(The experience reminded me of times when, while descend-

ing stairs rapi<lly, I suddenly hecome aware of my legs' move­

ments, my body's halancc- ancl immediately have to slow down 

to a senior citizen's pace.) Perhaps you, gentle reader, arc having 

l•milar issues as you read this section? Such disruptions serve as 
s 

•minder of what a strange and wonderful thing the everyday a re 

rxpcricncc of reading really is. 

In a justly famous passage in Dickens's Dm,Jd Copptrficld, young 

()avid is trying to adjust to his dreary life with the rigid, humor­

less, and probably malidou.~ M11rdsto11e family. "As to any rcne­

ation with other dtildrcn of my age, I h,,d very little of that; fur 

the gloomy theology of the Mtmlstoncs made all children out 

to he a swarm of litth· vip(•rs (though ther1• w,u1 a rhild once st'l 

in tlw midst of tlll' Oisdpl(•s), and lwld that tlwy cont.iminatrcl 

one ,mother. The nat 11ral rc·sult of this treatm1·nt ... wos to mah• 

me sull1·11, dull, and dogg1•cl." Natural indc-cd. "l lwliev,· I should 

hJvi· l,e,·n almost ~t11p1•li1·cl," I >avid C'onti1111cs, "hut for 01w 

circumstam·c•. II 
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I n li,m Jonrs ( a . I )' own iclc.a ol Rodt·rtl:k 
I h.a1·c )("C . • I have su~tainc1 m . • 
I. il'l'rk tog1·th1 r. ·h I verily he hew. 
or .a h I a ~trctc: , 

t. mont .a R.anilom ora 

. mfort "David concludes. 
I my constant lO • . . • 

"'J'h' w.is m)' only an< I , ys rises in my mmd, ol a sum. 
is . . I 1• icturc a "a . . 

"When I think of IL, l l P . the churchyard, and I s1ttmg on 
. th1· boys at play m 

nll'r i•v<·nmg. l'f " 
I cling as if for • r . my hcc, rca 

,iit• uf popul.ar no,·cl, of a1h•cntun•, . . n•frn to u c tlll' prot•got . . 
...... _ di.arai1rro Ua~id I ft•mcs al'\· th,· ,·ponymous h,·rO<', of 

" "' . Th,· lir.cl t ,n·c •-
. ht ·nth l'Cllturr I ()I' G 11 'th' 

I ly from t.hr rig rt 11. • Tom Jonts ••u 1n ·r o < snu . • 
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11
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• I . . . know, 1Jdi1<· '• Rolnnw n Crus0<. 
' I Smnll1·t1 · Jill Cl'l'rllllll 

•nd Ill 1urn ,l,·q,1)' intlurnIT< . • . I· • I d.L~si,~. in thl'ir tl,,y till') ,wn· 
bonk> .... now n,nm I rt'\ • 

Ahlwugh rn,ny nl t.hrsr . . I' I •. 1 . .,hl illld fr i,·olous n·ading, often 
I • nny dr.·a1 ,u s . ,,. 

thought of ~ somrthing ,. UM' to pc I 

, I .· ,, lnjuriou.~ to g110,I murJ ' · ,li·1111111l"'" li-0111 1tulp1b ~ "II g 
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I n,1 , , , ,f /tJr lift· hnw d,h'~ thi~ lta1111,·,

1
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P,,•,11 I l1 • II ~ p111111 

t ~,rci-<1 ton 111uch that I do 11111 rai~(' the ~fJirit I I, . I 

<\ ' I" ' iti,111, I 11 

1 c,111n<
1 

• 11 ,11·1, 

fl•·ld a~ a llll',11\ll ol d,·noundrw th l• r1•s1• ,rel, ,
1
1 w 1,· 

1 c,,ppt'r . . e, " • " ""' 

I fl, , ,1,. J nwans of l'l·l,, hrating th1• JIIPt•lic J lun, lllit,·
1
,. t ti I),· ,,.tr ~, . . . . ~ e- , , .i w 

, • 11f that ht·,1st Sn1•n<:1·. Such ,l fll11vt• would he dit•ap ,·11 . 
c"f'.-nsl' . , NI ) , 

I wrong. Rather, I simply want to ,..mphasi1.,.. that, l1.1ving hcttn 
.in' f h . I 1· I ·1· 

I , stoo< t c n1'ar-m1ra<: co our ,111 1ty to tl<·c0tl,· marks 
0 11 uni er. . . 

• Wt' an· left with a truth equally rcm.irkal,11
· : that som,• of 

1>JP' r, . . . . . . . . 
us grt.'atly ,fr.sire to do so, and that some of us find .lhuling consola-

. ~ . what we encounter when our eyes sc.111 words on the f>agi· uon in . • . 

. those strange 1erky saccades. l hat 1mage11 striking the retina l \ \ll 

~ transfcrrc·d to the edge of the lcli ocdpito-tcmporal hssure, 

I there can he decoded, is extraordin.iry; that what is d<'co<lccf ,1111 

thrrt· can bring tears to the eyes, or l'ause laughter to rise up from 

thi· diaphragm, or bring to a deeply unhappy hoy cut off from his 

hclovcd mother a few hours, or many hours, of joy . .. I don't have 

words to t•xpress how deeply strange this is. I encouraged you in 

01 . previous section to "read at whiml"- but why would anyone 

) L,. strul:k b)' that particular whim?This is a mysterv . c•,·er th.. • , 

Aspirations <" Some readers may be puzzled to !ind that this 

hook didn't end several pages ago. Read at whim, I told you- What 

more is there to say? 

Perhaps there's a little more that could be said. "Whim" may not 

cover all the bases. But before I go any further I want to insist that 

it remains the foundation. It should be normal for us to read what 

we want to read, to read what we truly enjoy reading. However, 

even if we follow that model, there will be times when we ask, 

along with the old song, "Is that all there is?" We may well wonder 

if there arc other books- or other kinds of books than the ones we 

typically prefer- that might give us pleasure or edification or hoth. 
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