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Requirements
 

The purpose of this inquiry is to investigate and to provide a detailed description and analysis of how adolescents read the word and the world. You will 
form an inquiry question, based upon your work in the course to date, and collect data to answer your question – using your fieldnotes, interviews, and 
artifacts to explore your question. You should plan to interview at least one adolescent to understand how they engage in/with the world and to explore your 
topic of inquiry. The focus of this inquiry is thinking deeply about the literacy practices of the participants in your field site and how particular practices are 
valued and promoted while others thrive in alternate spaces.  
       To engage with this inquiry deeply, you want to position yourself as a really fabulous, close reader of your fieldwork site. You want to read the 
classroom for all of the different ways that it embodies language and literacy and observe and reflect on the range of ways that adolescents interpret, 
participate in, challenge, and/or respond to the various texts and contexts in this site. It is important to consider how the fieldwork experience is congruent 
with and/or bumping up against your past and current understandings about adolescents’ engagement with texts and contexts? It might be helpful to 
include specific excerpts from your fieldnotes, as well as artifacts from the classroom.
       As you think about and plan for this inquiry in the weeks before it is due, please consider the following questions.  You may choose to focus on one or 
two that are most salient in your context:
● What have you gleaned, either from your observations and/or conversations with the cooperating teacher, about the kinds of curricular 

expectations, standards, policies, and mandates that inform the school/classroom’s culture of reading? 
● How do adolescents talk about, engage with, and negotiate different texts and contexts?
● What are some of the specific experiences of student readers in this space? (By “readers”, we envision students’ engagement not only with print 

texts, but also with other texts that are part of the classroom literacy environment. This includes: class policies, online texts, visual texts, social 
organization patterns, opportunities for talk or writing about “texts”, etc.).

● What identities, as readers, do students construct for themselves in the classroom? What identities are constructed for or available to students in 
this space? How do students take up, resist, question and/or re-write the different activities in the classroom?

● What spaces or opportunities are available (or not) for “reading the word and the world”?
● In what ways is this classroom a multimodal space?

Based on these materials, we would like you to compose a digital story about your inquiry project: what did you learn by closely listening to adolescents 
in/across your fieldwork site?  We will be viewing these digital stories together in the last weeks of class. This will provide rich data for our collaborative 
inquiry into the literacy practices of adolescents in a range of schools and grade levels. You will receive additional materials to guide you in composing your 
story, but you should be mindful that three minutes is a very short time, so you should hone in on telling one particular part of the story.



 

Genre − Biography / Autobiography
 

Resource:  LaGravenese, R. (Director). (2007). Freedom Writers [Film] 1:27:36. MTV Films, Jersey Films, and 2S Films.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-8yKSbdDens


 

Genre − Fictions / Novels / Realism and Drama
 



 

Genre − Fictions / Novels / Realism and Drama
 

“That was John Steinbeck, The Grapes of Wrath. It’s 
required, 10th-grade reading material; and if that doesn’t 
prove to you that this is not a hostage situation, I don’t 
think that you’re qualified to report even the weather.” − 
character in movie The Public (2018) “amended” an 
explanation to news-reporter who live-interviewed 
another key character in the midst of a lock-down inside 
the Cincinnati Public Library.

Resource:  Estevez, E.. (Director). (2018). The Public [Film]. 
Greenwich Entertainment.



 

Genre − Manuscripts, “Drafts”, and Marginal Notes
 

September 9, 2009. Revising a speech 
for a special joint session of Congress. 
Photograph by Pete Souza

(Image Credit: Obama, 2020, A President 
Looks Back on His Toughest Fight, The 
New Yorker. Link)

https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2020/11/02/barack-obama-new-book-excerpt-promised-land-obamacare


 

Writing as an “Output” of Perception: Piece by Student 
 

Prompt/Requirement: Which aspects of the Tufts undergraduate experience prompt your 
application? In short, “Why Ours”? (100-150 words)

Finding the University was like finding a diamond in a hack stack. Finding a college that 
allows me to explore environmental science and interdisciplinary art is an infrequent 
opportunity. During the winter of my junior year, I spent time talking to current students, 
researching programs like the study abroad program “Tufts at London”. The Fine Arts 
program has classes like “Embodied Resistance Through Textile Practice” that will let me 
explore using textile art as a form of protest and feminism while also having the resources of 
a top research university.

      I believe that an art education should not be defined to a single major and the 
customized art experience that the Fine Arts program strives to achieve in its curriculum 
solidifies my interest to learn in an environment free of the constraints of a traditional 
single-major experience, with room to explore the limits of what art truly can be. Lastly, after 
talking with Professor K. at my portfolio review, I left excited about what an tufts education 
has to offer.



 

(cont.) The Main idea, Evidence, Analysis, and Link Paragraph Strategy
 

 Conjunction     Theme/Statement     Substances     Analyses/Judgment .      

Finding the University was like finding a diamond in a hack stack. Finding a college that 
allows me to explore environmental science and interdisciplinary art is an infrequent 
opportunity. During the winter of my junior year, I spent time talking to current students, 
researching programs like the study abroad program “School at London”. The Fine Arts 
program has classes like “Embodied Resistance Through Textile Practice” that will let me 
explore using textile art as a form of protest and feminism while also having the resources of 
a top research university.

   I believe that an art education should not be defined to a single major, and the customized 
art experience that the Fine Arts program strives to achieve in its curriculum solidifies my 
interest to learn in an environment free of the constraints of a traditional single-major 
experience, with room to explore the limits of what art truly can be. Lastly, after talking with 
Professor K. at my portfolio review, I left excited about what an education has to offer here.



 

Conclusion: Situated Context of Reading
 

Literacy means one’s ability to read and write (traditional).
Social practice (Hamilton): it varies across time and space as people do it.
Critical social practice (Street): marginalized / dominant
Learning happens in the situated, normally social context.
Phonological and phonemic (44 sounds/phonemes) awareness. 



Thank You!
 

dsun2019@hotmail.com

Hooray!!
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